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State authorization regulations apply only 
to institutions that enroll students (who 
reside outside the institution’s home state) 
in online or distance education courses.

Question 1



Each state determines what 
constitutes a “physical presence” 
within its borders.



Per the federal regulations, what is the 
current deadline for institutions to be 
compliant with state regulations on 
distance education?

Question 2



There is no current federal 
deadline for compliance.



Name four activities, or “triggers,” that 
may require an institution to seek 
authorization or approval to operate 
outside its home state.

Question 3



Offering online courses
Employing faculty
Internships/clinical placements/practica
Contracting for services 
(proctors, advisors, etc.)
Attending college fairs
Meeting with potential students
Advertising/marketing
Maintaining computer servers
Establishing a bricks-and-mortar 
location



Name three ways an institution can 
achieve state authorization compliance. 

Question 4



Refrain from engaging in any 
activity in that state

Seek state authorization/approval

Join SARA (the State Authorization 
Reciprocity Agreement), if the state 
in question is a participant



Public universities and institutions with a 
religious affiliation are exempt from 
oversight by higher education entities 
with regard to activities conducted 
outside of their home states.

Question 5



Generally, public institutions must 
comply with state authorization 
regulations. For the most part, only 
schools owned and operated by a 
bona fide religious institution for 
the sole purpose of providing 
religious instruction are exempt.



Name two possible consequences of an 
institution’s failure to comply with state 
authorization regulations.

Question 6



Cease and desist letter
Call from a state regulator
Litigation
Damage to reputation/bad publicity
Students unable to receive a state 
license (nursing, teaching, social 
work, etc.) or to secure employment



An athletic recruiter who visits a promising 
high school football or basketball player 
outside of her institution’s home state may 
be triggering the need for state authorization.

Question 7



In many states, any college or 
university personnel visiting a state 
for the purpose of recruiting or 
enrolling students is creating a 
“physical presence” there.



Name three resources for assistance/
guidance on state authorization compliance.

Question 8



State Higher Education Executive 
Officers Association (SHEEO) surveys 
State agency websites
State statutes and regulations 
Participation in the WCET-SAN group 
Find a state authorization buddy
Start a State Authorization Network 
group in your state



State Authorization?
with

Bonus Round



No-cost courses (such as MOOCs) and non-
credit offerings (such as continuing 
education or professional development 
options) offered by an institution outside of 
its home state are considered exempt from 
regulation.

Question 9



Generally speaking, there is no 
blanket exception for non-credit or 
free courses offered in other states. 
Some states elect to regulate them, 
and such offerings may be a trigger 
for authorization.



An institution does not need to be 
authorized in a state where its only activity 
is recruiting or enrolling students on a 
military base. 

Question 10



Whether an institution needs to be 
authorized to recruit or enroll 
students on a military base is a 
question of state law and will vary 
from place to place.



Question 11

What should a SARA-member institution 
do if it plans to engage in state activities 
not covered under the terms of SARA?



The institution would be required to 
seek authorization or approval – if 
dictated by that state’s statutes or 
regulations.



Question 12

Name four university or college departments,
or offices that should be consulted when an 
institution plans its state authorization 
compliance strategy.



Provost
Admissions
Registrar
Marketing

IT
Human Resources
General/legal counsel
Faculty
Students 



Licensure boards (nursing, social work, or 
teaching, for example) are not a concern 
for state authorization compliance.

Question 13



If, for example, state law requires a 
school of nursing to be licensed by 
both that state’s education agency 
and its board of nursing, compliance 
may dictate that the institution seek 
review and approval from both 
entities before enrolling students. 



An institution is always exempt from state 
authorization with regard to students who 
participate in summer internships in states 
other than the one where the enrolling 
college or university is located.

Question 14



An institution is always exempt from 
state authorization with regard to 
students who participate in summer 
internships in states other than the 
one where the enrolling college or 
university is located.
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